
 
 
Margaret Ann (Maggie) Landry 
Germantown, TN 
MSW Student, University of Memphis 
 
How did you get into social work? 
I realized that a degree in Psychology or Counseling could potentially limit my future career. I 
did some research on Social Work and I learned that it truly encompasses an entire spectrum of 
working with people in need, and that there are a myriad of jobs available to social workers 
along several different career paths. 
  
What is your area of interest within social work? 
Using behavior modification in young children with conduct disorders. 
  
What would be your ideal position as a social worker? 
I plan to obtain an Applied Behavior Analysis certificate so I can assess and diagnose behavioral 
disorders in addition to treating them. I’d love to work in the school system or be a part of a 
specialty agency for children with conduct disorders. 
 

Why should students join the NASW? 
Students seeking to become social workers should join NASW, if only for the resources it 
provides for us. There are tons of free articles, journals, webinars (some with free or discounted 
CEU credits), blogs, and links to other websites through the NASW website on so many different 
topics. If you are unsure about what area of social work you want to study or need references for 
a paper, try searching through the publications. 
     
Another benefit they offer is member’s exclusive liability insurance. Social work students doing 
field placement will be required to purchase this. There are also some member’s only discounts 
on hotels and car rentals. They come in handy when traveling! 
 

What benefits have you received from being an NASW member? 
In addition to the aforementioned membership goodies, I frequently go through the social 
media websites that NASW has set up and read through what other social workers are doing. 
The members-only LinkedIn group discussion boards are filled with social workers around the 
country asking for and giving advice to one another. It is extremely comforting knowing that I 
won’t be alone in my practice after graduation no matter where I am. All I have to do is post 
something and ask. 
 

Why are you proud to be a member of NASW? 
My proudest moment as a member of the NASW was at Social Work Day on the Hill 2013 when 
my fellow MSW team members and I from the University of Memphis won 1st place for our 
policy poster. We dedicated our presentation to a classmate and very close friend of mine who 
had passed away just a few months prior. 



 
 
Lindsay Bailey  
From Atlanta, Georgia 
MSW Student, University of Memphis 
 

How did you get into social work?  
When I began looking into graduate school, I compared different degrees that would allow me to 
practice in a clinical setting. I had always loved the idea of working with people in a community 
setting and found that a master’s degree in social work would allow me to do that and also would 
give me experience working with people from disadvantaged backgrounds.  
 

What is your area of interest within social work?  
My area of interest is clinical social work in a community mental health setting. 
 

What is most rewarding about your job or your work with clients?  
The most rewarding part of working at a community mental health agency has been when a 
client of mine progresses from where they were when they first started. It is the greatest feeling 
in the world when a client feels that they can talk to me without feeling judged and that I have 
helped them change the way they live their lives for the better. 
 

What do you do to take care of yourself?  
I have a list of things that I do to care for myself. I maintain a healthy, plant-based diet, which 
has changed my life and given me optimal health. I run, do yoga, and like to be outside in 
nature. I also make sure that I practice every single clinical intervention with myself that I do 
with my clients, in order to maintain balance and keep my stress levels low.  
 

What advice would you give to new social workers?  
I would tell them that stress is not from extrinsic things that occur, but it is intrinsic. Only you 
can stress yourself out, so the most important thing to do is take a deep breath and focus on 
staying in the moment each and every day. Doing this has done wonders for my life and helped 
eliminate unhelpful anxiety. 
 

Why should students join NASW?  
The NASW is a great way for social workers to stay aware of what is going on in our 
communities and around the country. It also serves as a means to network with others. 
 

What benefits have you received from being a member?  
Since I am still in school, I have not used NASW services to the full extent; however, I do think it 
has helped me stay connected on current issues and educational opportunities in my area. 
 

Why are you proud to be a member of NASW?  
Being a part of a larger community of social workers makes me feel part of something greater 
than myself. I know that there are others out there that have similar beliefs, moral codes, and 
political views, which gives me a sense of belonging. 
 



 
 

 
 
Deanna Nick  
Memphis, TN 
MSW Student, University of Memphis 
 
How did you get into social work?  
In high school, I met a St. Jude family living at Ronald McDonald House while participating in a 
service project there. I kept in touch with that family throughout their stay in Memphis and 
followed the family’s story even after the patient passed away. I knew then that I wanted to work 
with families in some capacity in the future.  
 
What is your area of interest within social work?  
I want to work with children, specifically medical social work in a children’s hospital or social 
work in a school setting.  
 
What is most rewarding about your job or your work with clients?  
Knowing that I make a difference in the lives of clients and their families. I help them “open 
doors” that they never knew existed and I teach them how to find these doors for themselves in 
the future. 
 
What do you do to take care of yourself?  
I am a firm believer in taking naps. I also try to schedule time to be with my friends. 
 
What advice would you give to new social workers?  
Don’t be afraid to ask questions of those around you who have more experience.  
 
Why should students join NASW?  
Fees are less expensive for students while the benefits remain the same. Through NASW I have 
access to all kinds of great educational opportunities and I am able to keep tabs on what's going 
on in our profession.  
 
What benefits have you received from being a member?  
Discounted membership fees; information about insurance; information about upcoming 
trainings and events in my area. 
 
Why are you proud to be a member of NASW?  
It's an organization that represents and markets the profession that I love!  
 
 
 


